[Reasons for proton-pump-inhibitor failure in the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease].
The introduction of proton pump inhibitors (PPI) has facilitated the successful management of patients with gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD). In a minor, but still relevant proportion of patients with GERD-like symptoms, PPI therapy has also proved to be ineffective. In such cases, the first question to be answered is if the symptoms and complaints are related to GERD indeed, or another disorder should be searched for. If GERD is still the most likely diagnosis, patients' compliance should be thoroughly investigated before any further diagnostic and therapeutic measure is taken. If PPI failure is not a result of inadequate management of GERD, there are several other disorders to be ruled out. In our review, we summarize the most important differential diagnostic issues of PPI failure.